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16 January 2013

MEDIA STATEMENT re: Party Registration Rules

The new rules proposed for political parties are unduly onerous and unworkable.  
The Attorney General’s threat that existing parties must comply within 28 days or be wound up and prosecuted is also unrealistic and indicates ulterior motives.  

It is unlikely any existing party will be able to achieve full compliance within the 28 days and hence will be disqualified from the Constituent Assembly.
The decree creates impediments to rather than facilitating freedom of association and expression of political views by Fijians and their right to choose their party officers.

The restrictions on party activity recently have severely depleted party resources needed to meet the new membership criteria, opening branch offices in every division and other severe requirements of the decree.
The prohibition on trade union officers holding party positions appears to be directly targeted at NFP and its General Secretary personally.

The decree also unfairly discriminates between existing parties who have only 28 days to comply from now or be wound up and prosecuted, and new parties who will have until thirty days before the next election to organize themselves.
The NFP’s preparations for celebrating our golden jubilee this year now seems to be in jeopardy.
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General Secretary
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