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Statement 29:
Political Parties (Registration, Conduct, Funding and disclosures) Decree No 4 2013
UPP Leader Mick Beddoes said that the Political Parties Decree is not only draconian and counterproductive to encouraging political activity which is an essential part of any thriving democracy, but it highlights the political naivety and lack of basic understanding of political party functions and organizations by the author of the decree?     
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Beddoes said the decree is consistent with the Regimes ‘do as I say, not as I do’ approach and it is laced with ulterior motives in its design. For example:

Clause 5 says quote: - Only registered voters may

a) Contest or hold a position in a political party
b) Be an applicant for registration for a political party

c) Be a member

d) Be an office holder

But the corrected rolls are yet to be released so parties can scrutinize them to see how many of their members are registered in order to comply?  There is every chance that this will not be available until just before the expiry of the 28 days so as to make it even more difficult to comply with.

Beddoes said while he could not speak for other parties, the UPP would certainly have difficulty complying with the 5,000 members in 28 days? 
Beddoes said according to an ABC interview the Australian Deputy Opposition Leader Julie Bishop said that based on population Fiji’s requirements are 10 times higher than the same requirement for Australia political parties?  
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Beddoes said the only place perhaps where this might work is China with its one party system and given the new found friendship between the Regime and China perhaps this is where they are headed?
Beddoes said that party financial membership has always been relatively small consisting mainly of party workers in key centres around the country, the bulk of the support comes at election time from the people who support the party’s policies and candidates for parliament; these supporters do not necessarily want to be financial members of any party and prefer to remain free of political activity so they can give their vote to whoever they feel deserves their vote at the time of elections.
Beddoes said this decree also seeks to disenfranchise certain sectors in our community such as union leaders and others from being activate participants in our political process?  

Another example of the Regimes paranoia and acute fear of openly facing the electorate in a free and fair contest and so they continue with their manipulation of the supposed road map back to democracy that was promoted as being free, fair, transparent and inclusive but has been anything but that, as this decree and others have shown!
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